Highlights from District SAT, ACT, and AP results

Senior Class of 2008

SAT

· This is the third year for data from the newly redesigned SAT, which now includes a writing section, tougher math problems and more reading analysis.  It takes 45 minutes longer – a total of nearly five hours, including breaks – to complete.  Scoring on the three sections – math, critical reading (formerly known as verbal) and writing – ranges from 200 to 800 points, so that a perfect score is now 2400 instead of 1600. 

· Two schools in Chesterfield County, Central and Chesterfield High had scores higher than the state and National averages.

· Central High’s average SAT score improved by 142 points and Chesterfield High’s average score improved by 54 points.
ACT

· The newly released ACT scores are from students who graduated in 2008, regardless of the year when their most recent scores were recorded.  The ACT includes four tests: English, mathematics, reading and science reasoning.  Scores are reported in each of those as well as the overall composite.  The ACT is the predominant college entrance exam in half of the states, while the College Board’s SAT dominates the other half.  The ACT is a test of curriculum-based and classroom-based achievement, while the SAT is an implied learning test that measures how students think based on their experiences both in and out of the classroom setting. 

· One school in Chesterfield County, McBee High School showed an increase in the average ACT score.  The 2008 score of 17.7 was an increase from the previous year, 17.2.  Central High had the highest average in the district with 19.1.  Scores are based on a 36 point scale.

AP – Advanced Placement

· AP courses – and the accompanying College Board exams that demonstrate mastery of the course material – let students earn college credit while still in high school.  Since 1984, South Carolina has paid for AP instructional materials, paid students’ test fees and offered specialized training for teachers.  Every student enrolled in an AP course is required to take the test.
· Almost half, 42% of the students in Chesterfield County who took the exams, 93,  passed with a score of 3 or better.

· Thirty Cheraw High School students earned college credit on last year’s Advanced Placement tests. Eight of the 30 Cheraw High students who passed the exam earned a perfect score of 5 and were designated “extremely well qualified” by The College Board. 
