Long Middle School
Band Handbook
843-921-1010 x.1420
rainsworth@chesterfield.k12.sc.us

Dear Band Parents, 

Welcome to the Long Middle School Band. My name is Richard Ainsworth and I will be teaching your child's band class. I am excited about working with you and your child. I have very high expectations for the band program and for your child. In order to continue the growth and development of the Long band program we must work together. Each parent, student, and director must do their part to make the band as successful as possible. The following are a list of duties for the band members (your child). 

Duties of the Band Member

· Practice at least 150 minutes per week. 
· Be sure to advise the director IN WRITING PRIOR TO A PRACTICE OR PERFORMANCE of unavoidable absences. 
· Be on time to all practices and performances. 
· Arrive at all practices and performances with the right equipment and a positive attitude. 
· It is the responsibility of each student to have an instrument in good working condition in class at all times. This includes reeds, sticks, valve oil, and any other required accessories. 
· As a band director, I try to keep reeds and valve oil readily available at the school. Students should not wait until they need these materials because I may be out of supplies. Always keep extra reeds. I am not responsible for supplying these materials. 
· In addition, students are expected to have a pencil, band method book, band handouts, and all concert music in class at all times. 
· Have a proper respect for those in authority. (Yes Sir, No Sir, Thank you, etc.) 
· Accept correction in a positive manner. 
· Follow guidelines and establish expectations of Long Middle School. 

Grading Procedures

Students will be graded on playing tests, written tests, class participation, practice records, and concert attendance. 

40% = Practice Records 

30% = Playing Tests/Written Tests/Performances 

30% = Class Participation 

1. Playing Tests 

· Throughout the course of the year students will be assigned specific exercises which will be graded. These tests will allow the band director to evaluate each student's individual playing ability and progress. It will be immediately evident if a student has not practiced. 

2. Written Tests 

· Written tests are given to evaluate the students on musical terms, counting rhythms, and basic musical notation. 

3. Class Participation 

· All band students will be expected to participate in class everyday. I generally feel that a student who is well enough to come to school is well enough to play in class. I request a note from a parent if a student is to be excused from playing. Alternative assignments will be given in these instances.
· Included in the class participation grade are materials. A student is not able to fully participate if the proper equipment is not in class. This includes instruments, books, pencil, music, and etc. 
· At times unavoidable situations occur, which directly affect a student's ability to produce the proper materials. In this situation, a note should be sent from the parent to the director. Without written explanation from the parent, a student will not be excused from playing without penalty. 

4. Practice Records 

· Students will be issued a practice sheet that should be used to record the time they spend practicing. Students are asked to practice a minimum of 150 minutes per week. This averages out to approximately 22 minutes a day 7 days a week. Students will be asked to turn in the practice sheet each Monday. The practice sheet should have the amount of time the student spent practicing the previous week and it MUST be signed by a parent. If the sheet is not signed, credit will not be given. The sheet will be returned to the students on Tuesday.  Practicing is the basis of development and improvement for band students.

5. Concert Attendance 

· All band students should plan to perform on all concerts.  Performance absences will be regarded as a failure to complete a major assignment or test, except in cases of emergency. Missing a performance will have a tremendous negative affect on a student's grade.
· At the discretion of the director, students who are not prepared to play on a concert and students who are disruptive and interrupt the preparation time for a concert will not be allowed to perform at the concert.  However, all students will be expected to attend in order to receive performance credit. 

· Dress for performances will be black and white. 


Females: 
Black bottoms (long skirt or pants) 

      


White blouse

      



Hose 

     


 Black Dress flats



Males: 

Black Dress Pants 

 



White Dress Shirt 

    


Black Dress Shoes

   


 Tie (Dark in Color) 

· Students are asked not to wear jeans or tennis shoes. As a performing ensemble, the band will present itself as professionally as possible. If you have any questions regarding the dress for concerts please feel free to contact the director. 

6.  Other Performances

*   The Long Middle School Band will periodically perform at events sponsored by the school and events sponsored by the community.  These performances will be grade (6th, 7th, or 8th) specific.  Included in this handbook is a calendar which includes events already scheduled.  The attire will be announced for each event.

***NOT HAVING AN INSTRUMENT IN CLASS AND FAILURE TO PRACTICE AND KEEP A RECORD OF PRACTICE WILL HAVE AN AFFECT ON GRADES. 

Long Middle School Band
Classroom Rules

1.  Come to class on time with all needed materials.

2.  Absolute quiet during all rehearsals.

3.  Gum, candy, food, and drinks are not allowed in the band room.

4.  Treat all people and property with respect.

5.  Do Your Best, ALWAYS!!!
Consequences
1.  Warning 


2.  Student/Teacher Conference

3.  Parents Notified
4.  Administrative Referral 
*** There are usually no discipline problems in the Long Middle School Band.  However, if a student's behavior does not promote a good classroom environment, or if a student's behavior reflects poorly upon the band as a whole, that student will be removed from the band.
How Parents Can Help

· Show an interest in the music study of your child.

· Arrange a regular time for your child to practice. 
· Find a quiet place where your child can practice without interruption. 
· Keep your child's instrument in good repair with reeds, valve oil, cleaning kit, etc.

· Teach the importance of being on time for all rehearsals. 
· Make faithful attendance at all activities a priority. 
· Encourage your student to play for others when opportunities arise, in the home, at school, at church, and in the community. 
· Notify the director of any anticipated absence or late arrival for rehearsal, performances, etc. 
· See that your student brings the instrument and necessary equipment to school each day. In addition, be sure that they are bringing the instrument home everyday. 
· Discuss with the director anything that will help them to understand your child. 
· Attend concerts whenever possible and encourage your child to listen to other bands. 
Materials Needed for Band
6th Grade

Standard of Excellence Book 1 (red)

Master Theory Book
1 Three Ring Binder (1 inch)
15 - 20 Plastic Sleeves for Music

1 Pencil to bring to class every day

Reeds and/or Valve Oil for your instrument

Practice Record

7th Grade

Standard of Excellence Book 1 (red)

Standard of Excellence Book 2 (blue)

1 Three Ring Binder (1 inch)

15 - 20 Plastic Sleeves for Music

1 Pencil to bring to class every day

Reeds and/or Valve Oil for your instrument

Practice Record

8th Grade

Standard of Excellence Book 2 (blue)

Standard of Excellence Book 3 (green)

1 Three Ring Binder (1 inch)

15 - 20 Plastic Sleeves for Music

1 Pencil to bring to class every day

Reeds and/or Valve Oil for your instrument

Practice Record
**  All Standard of Excellence Books cost approximately $7.00.  Master Theory books cost approximately $5.00.  

**  Parents will be informed of when students will need to purchase these books.

In closing, I look forward to working with you and your child to develop and cultivate their musical knowledge and performance skills. I will do my best to inform you and your child of performance dates and rehearsals as early as possible. I will be glad to speak with you concerning your child anytime you feel necessary. Communication is the key to a successful band and educational experience. If you have any questions concerning the information included in this packet please call and inquire. Thank you for your time, interest, and dedication to your child's education and band experience. 

Sincerely, 

Richard A. Ainsworth

Director of Bands 
Long Middle School

rainsworth@chesterfield.k12.sc.us
***************************************************************************************

Please return this portion of this letter to the Band Director. Please keep the previous material for future reference. 

This states that you have read and have an understanding of the above information and expectations. 

Student's Name:
Student's Signature: 

Parent's Signature: 

Date: 

Phone Number: 

(The phone number will be used when I need to contact you concerning your child.) 

2007 – 2008

Long Middle School

Band Calendar

August 25th – Family Fun Day (8th Grade Band)

November 1st – Celebrate Learning (8th Grade Band)

November 2nd – All-Region Band Registration Due (7th and 8th Grade Band)

· All Region Band practice will be after school on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday beginning November 5th and continuing through auditions.

November 27th – Family Read Night (7th and 8th Grade Bands)

December 11th – Christmas Concert (6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Bands)

January 12th – All-Region Band Auditions (7th and 8th Graders)

January 26th – All-State Band Auditions (7th and 8th Graders who qualify at

     regionals)

February 1st – Celebrate Learning (chorus)

February 22nd and 23rd – All-Region Band Clinic (Qualifiers from Auditions)

March 7th – Solo and Ensemble Registration Deadline

March 14th, 15th, and 16th – All-State Band Clinic (Qualifiers from Auditions)

March 18th – Concert Festival Band Practice (8th Grade Band – Required)


20th - Concert Festival Band Practice (8th Grade Band – Required)


25th- Concert Festival Band Practice (8th Grade Band – Required)


27th - Concert Festival Band Practice (8th Grade Band – Required)


31st - Concert Festival Band Practice (8th Grade Band – Required)

April 1st, 2nd, or 3rd – Concert Festival (We will be assigned to one of these
 


        days)(8th Grade Band - Required)
April 11th – Celebrate Learning (8th Grade Band)

April 24th – Spring Concert/Awards (6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Bands – Required)

April 25th or 26th – Solo and Ensemble Festival (6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Bands)

May 9th – Carowinds during school (6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Bands)
