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Researcherts
funding
assailed

Associoted Press
DuRHAM-A doctors' grouP

says a Duke University scientist's
reborts on nicotine's beneficial ef-
felts are compromised bY grants
from the tobacco industry.

"'We're afraid this will give a
green light to smoking," said Mi-
chael Murphy, spokesman tor the
Physicians Committee for ResPon-
sible Medicine.

The committee held a news con-
ference in Raleigh on TuesdaY to
ask the March of Dimes to stoP
fundine nicotine experiments on
animafs, including-those being
conducted at Duke UniversitY.

Researcher Edward Levin said
the group's allegations are flawed.

"I-te hever advocated anyone
take up smoking," he said. "In fact
I've d6ne quitg a bit of researctt
into helpinf people quit smoking."

The 
-PhySicians 

Committee,
which says its members Promote
"preventive medicine and higher
slandards in research," said l-evin
has received more than $1 million
in Arants from the tobacco industry
and is now being funded bY the
March of Dimes.

kvin said he has received fund-
ihg from tobacco comPanies and
from the March of Dimes, but that
the tobacco funding was less than
$l million.

"It mustbefourYears since Iwas
funded by the (March of Dimes),"
I-evin said. He said his tobacco
funding ran out last Year and that it
never irnounted to $l million'
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