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HEALTH CARE

Study: Healthier people
cost societies more

Because obese, smokers
die younger, they’re
cheaper to treat
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THE LEAPFROG STORY
(Drawing conclusions)
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Tell students the following story, which illustrates how a “scientist” can draw errone-
ous conclusions from an investigation. Bill wanted to determine what affected the distance
a frog could jump. He obtained a frog, set it on the table, and said, “Jump, frog, jump.” |
The frog jumped a distance of one hundred centimeters. Bill then cut off one of the frog’s
legs and said, “Jump, frog, jump.” The frog jumped forty centimeters. He cut off a second

leg and said, “Jump, frog, jump.”
thizd leg and repeated the command, “Jump, frog, jump.”

conclusion: cutting off three of a frog’s four legs makes the frog deaf!

The frog jumped ten centimeters. He then amputated a
The frog did not move. Bill's



